


elcome to ASTA�s 5th Annual Advocacy 
Dinner celebration. Tonight�s special gathering is dedicated 

t o you, a valued member of ASTA, and is an important part of our 
legislative mission to allow travel professionals across the globe to 
flourish in the industry. We also want to use this time to personally 
express our gratitude for your significant contributions in fortifying 
the industry�s One Voice before Congress and the state legislatures. 

It is our pleasure to acknowledge and honor your dedication and 
commitment in supporting ASTA�s advocacy agenda. Your passion 
and continued involvement has made an important difference for 
the future of the travel and tourism industry, and we look forward to 
achieving many more milestones in the year together. 

Thank you for joining us, and we hope you enjoy the evening.

Cheryl Corey Hudak, CTC 
ASTA President & Chief Executive Officer

Federal Activities
During this time of extraordinary challenges to the travel community, 
ASTA is working at the federal level to shape public policy to benefit 
travel agents and to protect them from regulation and taxation that 
would cause them harm. During 2008, these efforts included:

Testimony before House Small Business Committee 

On June 26, ASTA testified before the House Committee on Small 
Business at a hearing entitled: �How the Air Transportation Crisis 
is Hurting Travelers, Entrepreneurs and the Economy.� ASTA�s 
testimony focused on how the current airline crisis harms travel 
agents, and asked the committee to pass sensible airline industry 
reforms.  

Airline Fee Disclosure
ASTA wrote to the Department of Transportation and met with key 
DOT officials to convey its concern about the manner in which air 
carriers are disclosing� or failing to disclose� new policies and 
fee schedules. 

Insecticides Provision in Passenger Rights Bill
ASTA led the fight against a provision in a proposed passenger rights 
bill that would have imposed on travel agents the burden to disclose 
to their customers the names of any insecticides that have been 
sprayed on ticketed airplanes within 60 days of the date of travel. We 
expect this fight to continue into 2009.  

Energy Prices
ASTA has been working on a number of fronts to urge the federal 
government to take action to address soaring energy prices. ASTA 
has joined the Stop Oil Speculation Now Coalition, an organization 
of industry associations, labor groups, airlines, and other business 
groups in support of changes to the nation�s energy policy in hopes 
of lowering fuel prices. The coalition has run advertisements in the 
Wall Street Journal, the Politico, and the Hill.  

Beginning in July, ASTA teamed up with other industry allies to 
hold a series of meetings on Capitol Hill to explain to key Members 
of Congress how the aviation fuel crisis is affecting the travel and 
tourism industry, including travel agents.

Comments on proposed US Exit Program
The Department of Homeland Security recently proposed a rule to 
enact a new �US Exit� program.  As written, this rule would require 
carriers to collect the fingerprints of any alien crew members as well 
as any alien passengers seeking to leave the United States aboard an 
airplane or cruise ship and transmit this biometric information to 
DHS within 24 hours of departure.  

ASTA submitted public comment to register its strong opposition to 
this expensive, burdensome proposal and to urge DHS to go back to 
the drawing board to create a workable plan.  

Rental Car Excise Taxes
ASTA continues to participate in the Coalition Against Discriminatory 
Car Rental Excise Taxes legislative initiative, which seeks to prohibit 
discriminatory car rental excise taxes while protecting the rights of 
all car rental consumers.

Affordable Health Care 

ASTA is pursuing legislation to enhance access to affordable health 
care options for its members. We expect this issue to be at the top of 
the agenda for the new President and the 111th Congress.  

State Activities
In parallel to our federal efforts, ASTA Government Affairs has been 
engaged in multiple legislative battles at the state level in 2008.  
Some noteworthy examples include:

Maine:  ASTA called upon Maine members to defeat a bill that 
would have imposed a 5% service tax on various service industries, 
including travel agencies. The legislature adjourned on April 16th 
without passing the tax into law. 

Massachusetts:  ASTA is still fighting a proposed bill to require that 
travel agents maintain a $250,000 surety bond.  If not acted upon in 
2008, the bill will die in committee.  

Florida:  Gov. Charlie Crist has signed into law a bill that imposes 
harsh consequences on travel agents as well as American citizens 
and permanent residents seeking to visit family members abroad. 
The new law significantly increases registration fees, security bonds 
and potential fines for firms selling trips to any nation that has been 
designated by the State Department as a state sponsor of terrorism.   
ASTA strongly objects to this law as an unfair restraint on citizens� 
freedom to travel. The law is currently subject to a temporary 
injunction pending a September judicial hearing.
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Spotlight On Massachusetts:   
A Critical Victory

On Sunday, July 13, Massachusetts Governor Deval Patrick signed the 
Massachusetts budget into law.  Thanks to ASTA�s efforts, the final version 
of the budget did not include a provision, included in both the Governor�s 
original budget proposal and in the Senate�s version of the bill, that would 
have taxed travel agents� service fees for online booking of hotel rooms in the 
Commonwealth. Had the original provision passed, it would have meant an 
unprecedented double tax on travel agencies� income stream, posing a serious 
threat to hundreds of traditional agencies in Massachusetts. Massachusetts 
would have been the first state in the nation to pass such a tax.

The victory capped a year-and-a-half-long battle in which ASTA member agents 
responded with letters, phone calls, and personal visits to the state house to 
signal their opposition. Multiple sources reported that the grassroots efforts of 
individual travel agents played a key role in persuading conference committee 
negotiators to remove the offending provision from the final version of the bill. 
One ASTA member agent even received a personal phone call from his state 
senator to inform him that the provision had been deleted.

 
Cocktail Reception

Dinner

Wild Mushroom Cappuccino
Seared Beef Tenderloin and Basil Roasted 

Prawns
Boursin Mashed Potatoes, Parmesan Asparagus  

and Squash Flan
Caramelized Shallot and Port Wine Jus

Freshly Baked Rolls and Butter
Pear & Almond Tart with Basil-Vanilla Sauce

Freshly Brewed Coffee,  
Decaffeinated Coffee and Gourmet Teas

Pinot Grigio
Merlot

Special showcase performance by the cast  
of the popular London and Broadway stage  

productions of Chicago-The Musical 
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